Church newsletter article 

Note to newsletter editors: please adapt – especially the last two paragraphs – to reflect how your church is using these resources. You may also wish to include content from the other appeal materials, which are all reproduced on this CD-rom. 

 ‘The greatest weapon of mass destruction… is HIV/AIDS. It’s wiping out people on a massive scale. Worldwide, [almost] 40 million people are suffering from AIDS – mostly the poor. We must call upon the governments of the world to recognise that the responsibility of every wealthy nation is to respond to poor nations that are undergoing this tragedy… We in the church have the ability to change the direction of the wind…’

Tony Campolo

Nalyaka Doreen gets up at 5am, walks 20 minutes to fetch water and then digs the garden. She looks after the family – four boys and two girls. As if that wasn’t enough, Nalyaka helps her neighbour, Julias Maruti, a widower who has been diagnosed HIV-positive, and who has seven children to care for. Nalyaka also educates her community about HIV and AIDS, using drama and songs to get the message across.

Nalyaka lives in Uganda. And she is only 14.

Although she is still at school, Nalyaka is shouldering responsibilities. Both her parents were left partially disabled by serious accidents, so she has to do much of the housework. Her older brothers bring some money into the family through occasional labouring jobs, but work is scarce.

Nalyaka is a member of the Bukuto Development Association Youth Club, which is run by AIDS Care, Education and Training (ACET), supported by Christian Aid. Julias is one of many local people they help and says: ‘When the [people from the] youth club first came I was very ill and ready to die. They washed me and took me out, helping me to walk on my own again. They help me with my children and cook for me. They built my house as well. I am so grateful to these young people.’

Nalyaka, a committed Christian, describes the message the youth club brings to the villages around them: ‘We speak about how HIV spreads and how to prevent it. When we go to a community the people listen to our songs and see the drama, and then they think about changing the way they live. I feel happy when I see people changing their behaviour because of what we’ve done.’

Alongside churches in the UK and Ireland, we are supporting the Act Justly appeal, a way to respond to God’s call to ‘act justly’ (Micah 6:8). The gifts from this appeal will fund Christian Aid’s partner AIDS Care Education and Training (ACET) in Uganda. (And if this organisation becomes fully funded, additional money raised will be used for other Christian Aid partners who tackle HIV in similar ways to ACET and Youth with a Mission (YWAM) Uganda).)

During the appeal our cell groups will be using the accompanying Act Justly 2 study sessions, a new resource for cell and small groups. This appeal gives churches another way to respond to the challenge of living as Christians in an unjust world. Act Justly emphasises that social action alone is not enough – justice (tackling the root causes of poverty, such as debt and unjust trade) is also needed. 
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